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O Personal Wiccion

One donor/volunteer’s special connection to Gulfside

hen Laurie Bartel and

her husband Bill moved

from Cleveland to Pas-

co County in 2005,

they were struck by the

strong sense of commu-
nity in their new Land O’ Lakes neighborhood.
Conversations with neighbors soon introduced
them to Gulfside Hospice, where many vol-
unteered their time. Inspired by these stories,
Laurie and Bill joined the mission of helping
ensure no one is turned away due to their
inability to pay for hospice care.

“It's an over-55 community ... and several of
our friends and my neighbor in particular vol-
unteered for the thrift store,” Laurie shares,
“And we thought maybe we'd start doing some
volunteer work as well.” So in 2017 they joined
their friends and neighbors at one of the four
Gulfside Thrift Shoppes in Pasco County.

As the need for hospice care in the county
quickly grew, so did the need at Gulfside,
including Laurie and Bill's passion for helping
and being involved. “They needed people with
computer skills. We came into the Corporate
Resource Center, and we would input the tax
donation slips people were given for items they
donated to the thrift store,” she remembered.

They volunteered together at events like Gulf-
side's Hearts for Hospice 5K, Charity Casino
Night, and Candace Glewen Charity Fashion
Show; events that make providing care in our
local community possible. These events hold
a special place in Laurie's heart. One of her
proudest contributions is walking on the stage
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Laurie Bartel

at the fashion show each year, something her husband en-
couraged her to do.

“The first year | was asked to participate, | said | didn't think
| could do it, but Bill pushed me and said, ‘You need to do
this — you can do it!"" Laurie laughed, adding, “So I've been
doing it for seven years now, and my friends come to the
show, cheer me on, and it makes me feel good knowing I'm
helping hospice along the way.” Laurie fondly remembers how
their teamwork brought joy to their lives. “It was fun because
it was with my husband.”

The connection between the Bartels and Gulfside became
even more personal when Bill required Gulfside's care in
2020. Laurie was ready to call The Rucki Hospice Center, in
Zephyrhills, home but Bill's condition improved slightly. She
joked, “They wound up sending him home because ‘you're
too well to be here'" they told her.



After five days at the Rucki Center,
they went home where Bill peacefully
passed a month later, with his wife by
his side. Gulfside's team supported
Laurie and Bill every step of the way,
making his final month as comfortable
as possible.

“It was very difficult because he died
right before the COVID lockdown, and
| was really, totally on my own,"” Laurie
reflected. “Not having any family here
was hard, but the neighbors that turned
to friends, and the friends | made at
Gulfside, through Women for Gulfside
and volunteering, became my saving
grace. It kept me busy and kept my
mind off being as sad as | might have been."

Even after Bill's passing, Laurie's dedication to Gulfside remains
unwavering. She wants to make sure every patient receives
the same compassionate care her family experienced. She's
chosen to donate to Gulfside's capital campaign, Raising Hope
for Hospice. Her generous contribution is helping build the new
hospice care center in New Port Richey, set to open in Spring
2025. With her heartfelt donation, a room will bear the names of
her husband and son — a deeply moving tribute to their memory
and a legacy of love that will bring comfort to countless families
for generations.

“Gulfside Hospice is such a wonderful organization,” Laurie
shared. “"The people are caring, compassionate, and kind. It's
just been a wonderful experience, and I've made a lot of friends
since doing this for almost 10 years. To know that my contribu-
tions - both my time and financial support - are helping families
in need means everything to me."

Every day, Gulfside Hospice cares for more than 630 patients
and their families.

Your Opportunity to Help

O Join Laurie and donors like her in
! supporting Gulfside Hospice's mission
with a gift of any size. Your generosity

will help ensure no hospice patient is
' turned away because of an inability
to pay.

Visit www.gulfside.org or call (727)
845-5707 to make your gift today.

Together, we can create a legacy of
Bill & Laurie Bartel Compassion_

Quiet
Champions

These special programs are funded
exclusively by your donations

Your support of Gulfside means that
patients receive the care they need
regardless of ability to pay. But it
also means that special programs
receive funding -- programs that
provide additional services and
care to patients and their families.
Some of those programs:

Family Bereavement, offering
grief counseling to anyone in the
community dealing with loss;

Pet Peace of Mind, which helps
hospice patients and their pets stay
together;

Gulfside Nursing Academy, a
program that supports professional
development and an annual skills
fair for nurses;

We Salute Veterans, which
addresses the unique end of life
needs of veterans and their families;

Hospice Hero, honoring Gulfside
staff and volunteers who helped a
loved one.

With your help, these programs
can continue to provide exceptional
comfort and relief to all who need it.
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Moments of

Grace

A day in the life of a hospice nurse
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o two days are alike in Thaddea
Morris’s world. While she clocks
in and out for work like any
other nurse, she says it's the
faces she meets and the stories
she hears that make each day
unique. “One of the wonder-
ful things of being a hospice
nurse is being able to sit down and speak to my
patients, especially the elderly ones. My patients
love to reminisce and talk about their lives, giving
advice to the youth. | find myself at times getting
sidetracked, lost in conversation, and enamored
by people’s stories,” Thaddea says with a smile.

A Gulfside Hospice nurse since 2020, Thaddea
dedicates her time to ensuring patients spend
their final days in peace, comfort, and love ...
something she is familiar with all too well. “When |
lost my father at the age of 16, | realized | wanted
to be like the nurses who not only cared for him but
carried my family and | through his dying process.”
Having experienced loss at an early age, she feels
able to connect with her patients and their families
on a deeper level. “People need compassion and
kindness during this time, and | do my best to be
a part of that,” Thaddea says.

Caring for patients makes an impression in the lives
of Gulfside nurses too. Thaddea remembers one
patient who was a sweetheart. “We would laugh,
he would crack jokes, and he would talk about his
life all the time.” As he approached the end of his



life, he became minimally responsive, but this did
not change how she treated him. “l would come
in and talk to him anyway, even though | wouldn't
get a response back.”

She remembers having to leave work on a Friday,
fearful that her patient would not make it past
the weekend. “I walked in to say goodbye to him
and, suddenly, he opened his eyes and smiled at
me. For a moment, he gained all his energy and
reached for my hand.” She will never forget what
he did next. “He said, ‘I'd know that voice anywhere’
before sharing that he knew he was going to die
and was thankful that he got to spend this time
being my friend. | still carry this memory with me,
and it brings a smile to my face.”

While some days can be lighthearted, other days
bring the challenging task of helping families say
goodbye. “The hardest part for me is having to
call the families and let them know that their loved
one has passed. It is never easy having to be the
one to break the news and to hear or see their
first reactions to this,” she explains. Despite these
challenges, she relies on her faith and strength to
keep going. “I believe that there is more to this

life than just what’s on this earth. What gives me
hope is that | know my patients are moving on to
something greater,” she shares.

Taking care of hospice patients every day,
Thaddea sees first-hand the impact that
donations make. “There are some patients who
don’t have much, and I've even had patients who
were previously homeless,” she explains. Thanks to
donations, no hospice patient is turned away
because of an inability to pay.

In fact, patients and families are often relieved
when they learn there is no charge for any
medications, medical equipment, or nursing care
related to their hospice diagnosis that is provided
to them. Instead, they can focus on spending time
with each other instead of worrying about another
medical bill.

Every day, Gulfside Hospice nurses like Thaddea
pour their hearts into their work, bringing comfort
to patients and families when it is needed most.

Your support helps nurses like Thaddea to guide
hospice patients and their families through their
final days with peace, comfort, and love. Visit
Gulfside.org today to learn how you can help
make hospice care possible for family, friends, and
neighbors in our local community.
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In Loving Memory

Recognizing gifts received between August 1, 2024 and December 31, 2024

WALLS OF CARING

William R. Dial
Michael Pickler

BUTTERFLY
MEMORIAL GARDEN

Kenneth Bennett
Frank Bowler
Thomas Gallagher
Grace Gatz
Angelo Gonzalez
Marian Howard
Taghi Moghaddam
David N. Santiago

MEMORIAL & HONOR

Carlos Adams
Harold W. Alexander
John Amaral
Patricia A. Anderson
Amanda L. Baker
Anne Balina

Richard A. Banks
Patsy Bazin

Philip Bazin

James E. Beard
Linda M. Bennett
Edward Benson
Mary M. Best

Mary Bidgood
George Blust
Dorothy B. Boatman
James C. Boatman
Gerald Bobala
Patrick Bockert
Mildred Bogdanowich
Austin P. Bondi
Arthur Bork

Gloria B. Bostaph
Helen Braaten
Ronald Bradley
Aaron Brewer

Stella Brown

Clara M. Burblies
Ralph W. Burk

Anne G. Burkhart
James Burroughs
John L. Burton
Rose Butera

Ron Byrd

Tommy Byrd
Lawrence G. Carpenter
Robert Carpenter
Carol J. Carroll
Margery L. Caster
Eileen M. Chagnon
Pauline Chase
Marvin Cirks

Gloria D. Cleary
Norman Conaty
Leo W. Conley
Simon M. Conner
Marie Conte

Robert Corey
Naomi Cox

June R. Cummings
Florence Curry
Joan A. Darling
Elanor Davis
Richard D. Davis
Danny E. Deathe
Jerry C. DeBolt
John Delaney
Irene DePompa
Constance Derosby
Mary Derusso
Ann DeVito
Patricia F. Dickerson
Robert Dorr

Debra Dowling
Irene Dozier
Robert Elder
Albert EIms

Irene Emery
James F. Engel
Phyllis D. Ensel
Lemuel P. Epley
Betty Feek
William Fenton
Clarence Florek
Irena Foerster
Orpha M. Forman
Judith A. Fox
Galen M. Fronce
Carol Gagner
John Gallerani
Roy Gambol
Susan A. Gambol
Norman R. Gant
James Gibbs
Robert H. Gilbertie
Lois Gilley

Patricia Gilligan
Bernetta R. Gobel
Agnes Gorton
Diane Grasso
Effie Grau

James F. Gray
Helen Grimes
George Grover
Marilyn Guzzardo
Dennis Hall
Stanley J. Hanecki
Lois E. Harmak
Raymond J. Harwell
Jeanette |. Hauser
Wallace E. Heiden
Eugene Heiter
Dale Hellemn
Robert Hembel
Joan M. Henderson
Valentina Hiatt
Donald F. Hickey
Marie L. Hicks
Judith A. Higgins
Karen L. Hile
Louise Hill

Mary G. Hill

Mary Hill

John Holland
Madeline Holstrom
Craig Hopper
Robert F. Howell
Rosalie Hubert
Robert Hummel
Robert Hyde

Ann ladarola
Ronald lannaccone
Joanna Gallo Importuna
Anthony Ingram
Malcolm Isbell
Alfred J. Ivie
Franklyn Jackson
Victor Jenitis
Valerie Jenkins
Carol Jensen
Janice Johnston
Michael L. Jones
Richard J. Jorkasky
Robert H. Karl
Charles Karpus
Joseph R. Keesling
Rodney L. Kelsey
Stanley Kendus
Connie B. Kiefer
Charlotte Kiefer
Frances Kiel

Roy Kipp

John Knowles

Ann T. Kolebar
Michael Kolebar
Margaret Kubis
Stanley Kwiatkowski
Judith Lantrip

Sue Lanus

Nancy Lebel
Richard L. Lechnar
Deborah A. Lees
Judith Leitzke
Virginia M. Lemkuil
Angela Lennon
Judith A. Leriger
Claire M. Leuschner
Harold J. Levey
Darrel Lindhorst
Jeffrey Lipkes
Warren F. Littlefield
Beverly Livingston
Michael Lonetto
Donald J. Long
Diane M. Loy
Angeline Loysch
Eunice MacAvoy
Wendy Madaras
Abbielynn Martin
Chester Martin
Roberto Martinez
James Massengale
Robert W. Mayfield
David M. McCane
Robert H. McCrary
Thomas McDonald
Carol Mckean
Andres Mendez-Vazquez
Antonio Mendonca

Gordon Miller
Joyce Miller

Neal J. Minsberg
William D. Mooneyham
Charles Morant
Mercedes D. Morgan
Ronald Morris
Joseph A. Murabito
Paul Murabito
Thelma Murphy
Miriam Murphy
Robert J. Murphy
Thomas F. Muzzio
Katherine Napoli
Robert J. Nathe
Michael Neiswender
Milton J. Nesbitt
Joseph Neuhofer
Lucille Niccolls
Rose M. Novak
John Obenour
Justina P. Ocasio
Dolores Olson
George Onuska
Joseph Opalecky
Timothy O'Shea
Thomas Ovadek
James Paden
Francisco Padilla
Richard Palladino
Judith C. Parrino
Rocco Passionino
Helen Pate

Santo M. Pate
Ollene Paul

Louis Perez

Don Phillips
Shirley Pillow

Elna Platz

Carol Powers
Franklyn Quinlan
Maria Quinones
Gerald K. Radick
Richard G. Reitchel
Carolann Reumann
Rondal Revels
Elleen Riedy
George Rigney
Mildred Riley
Donald W. Ripple
David L. Robillard
Nancy Rockey
Francisco Rodriguez
Nancy Roshka
Janice Rosso
Robert B. Rude I
Lydia Rutkauskas
Cecilia Saadeh
Joseph Salatino
Joseph A. Salemi
Phyllis Satterly
Robert L. Savage
Margaret Schafstall
Lois Schaller
Lavina M. Schletty
Arthur J. Schloerb

William Schmidt
Patricia Sims

Robin Skinner
Bonnie Skinner
Carl F. Sletten
Mabel E. Smith
Terry L. Smith
Dorothy Smith
Betty P. Smith
Saramacca Sparks
Lester Spencer
Elizabeth Sprague
Thomas Springer
Jane Stainbrook
Gene E. Stanley
Velda R. Stanley
Daniel Sterbens
Kareen Stromberg
Jacqueline Stronach
lvah M. Styka
Marianna Sulkowski
Dennis Swoffer
Harry Taylor

Edith G. Teufel
Grace Teufel
Cynthia L. Tillman
Doris Tortora
Anthony Tortora
Walter J. Troia
Jerry Trout

Helen Trump
Benjamin M. Turnbull
Margaret Turnbull
Marie Turro

Ida A. Vainis

Henry Van de Water
Patricia V. Van Ess
Michael Vasiljevich
Allan Vetter

Betty H. Vian

Jack Viglione
Shirley Vitetta

Ray Volke

Leonard Wasilewski
Robert Werzynski
Leo G. Whaley
Mary K. Wheeler
Constance L. White
William H. White
Regina Wilkes
Robert L. Williams
Irma Wolowicz
George Wolszon
Audrey Wolszon
Clarence Wood
Keith Wood
Douglas Worley
Dorothy Worrell
Ronald Wysocki
Ray Zuhlke

Francis T. Zuilkowski



Upcoming Events

Mark your calendar to support Gulfside patients!

SATURDAY

FEB

Gear up for our annual motorcycle poker run, Hittin’ the Road for Hospice. Join us
for a scenic ride through Pasco County, supporting compassionate end-of-life care.
Riders of all levels are welcome to participate in this exhilarating event that com-
bines fun, community, and a great cause. Tickets and sponsorships still available;

contact Marissa Hartley at marissa.hartley@qulfside.org or visit HittinTheRoadFor-
Hospice.org.

FRIDAY
CHARITY CASINO
APRIL N

Try your luck at our Charity Casino Night, an evening filled with thrilling games,
delicious food, and entertainment. Whether you're a poker pro or a first-time player,
it's a night to support Gulfside Hospice while enjoying the glamour of Vegas-style
gaming. Get tickets now or become a sponsor by contacting Marissa Hartley at
727-845-5707 or marissa.hartley@gulfside.org or visit CharityCasinoNight.org.

@GulfsideGiving

E)

Follow us on our new

Ready to hawe lun and bring heating to YOUR conmmunity? Facebook and Instagram

[ ' (R X\

Join the Women for Gulfside, a philanthropic group of women J
, GZ{)W passionate about helping hospice patients, as you: pages tO keep up Wlth the
Qf Ver GUlfside * Make friends latest event news and
« Attend member-only events 1nf0rmat10n|
Get involved with fundraising events .
WomenForGulfside.org «  Collectively direct how donations are used

To learn more, contact Katya Guillaume at 727-845-5707 or katya.guillaume@gulfside.org.
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